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1. This written opinion is the ^'^^^ 



(first, etc.) drawn by this International Preliminary Examining Authority. 



2. This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66,2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
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The applicant 



3. The applicant is hereby invited to reply to this opinion. 
When? 



How? 
Also 



See the time limit indicated above. Th a app li cant may i b a fore th a ex p i rat i on of that t i m s l im i t T r a qu a ct t h i c 
Author i ty to gran t an a x ta ncion .! c aa Ru la 66 . 3(d) , 

By submitting a written reply, accompanied, where appropriate, by amendments, according to Rule 66.3. 
For the form and the language of the amendments, see Rules 66.8 and 66.9. 



For an additional opportunity to submit amendments, see Rule 66.4. 
For the examiner's obligation to consider amendments and/or arguments, see Rule 66.4 bis. 
For an informal communication with the examiner, see Rule 66.6. 
If no reply is filed, the international preliminary examination report will be established on the basis of this opinion. 

4. The final date by which the international preliminary 

examination report must be established according to Rule 69.2 is: 14 SEPTEMBER 2001 
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WRIHEN OPINION 



International application No. 
PCT/USOO/13124 



I. Basis of the opinion 



I. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 

fx] t.he iiiLernaUonal applicaUon as originally filed 
the description: 

pages Ll? 

pages NONE 



. as originally filed 



pages 



NONE 



filed with the demand 



. filed with the letter of 



fx] the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



9-10 



NONE 



NONE 



- . as originally filed 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



NONE 



filed with the letter of 



fx] ^'1>^ drawings: 

pages { 

pages 



NONE 



. as originally filed 



pages 



NONE 



filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



fx] the sequence listing part of the 

(JageRip tion: NONE 

pages NONE 

pages NONE 



, as originally filed 

. filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of . 



2. Witfi regard to the language, all the elernenLs marked ahove were available or furnished to this Authority in the laniiuat^e in which 
the internalional application was filed, unless other-wise indicated under this item. 

Tliese elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I llie language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(h)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I tlie language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary exajnination (under Rules 55.2 and/ 
or' 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or aniino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the written opinion was 
dr-awn on the basis of the sequence listing: 

CH contained in the international application in i)iinted form. 

I I filed togetiier with the international applicalion in compute!' r'eadable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written fornr 

I I furnished subsequently to this Author-ity in computer I'eadable form. 

□ The statement that llie subseouently furnished. written sequence listing does not go beyond tlie disclosur*e in the 
mter-national application as filed has been furmslied. c t. -r 

I I The stateiiient that the infoi'mation r'ecorded in computer' r-eadable form is identical to the writen se(|ueiice listiiiM has 
' — ' been furnished. \ b 

Tbe amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

S the description. p;,npc: NONE 

0 the claims. Nos NONE 

fx] the drawings, slieets/44g NONE 

Q This opinion lias been drawn as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosur e as filed, as indicated in the Supplemenlal Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article J 4 are referred to 
in this opinion as "originally filed". 
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WRITTEN OPINION 


International application No. 
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V, Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. statement 






Novelty (N) 


Claims 3-5 


YES 




Claims 1-2,6-7 


NO 


Inventive Step (IS) 


Claims NONE 


YES 




Claims 1-7 


NO 


Industrial Applicability (lA) 


Claims 1-7 


YES 




Claims NONE 


NO 



2. citations and explanations 

Claims 1-2.6-7 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Manasse, patent number 5,802,497. 

Manasse teaches a method for a customer to anonymousiy purchase goods or services from an on-line merchant 
comprising: depositing cash with a depository (broker or vendor) the depository (or server) issuing to the customer a serial 
number corresponding to the amount deposited (scrip, col. 5, lines 5-10; col. 3, lines 30-50); submitting the serial number to 
the on-line merchant to purchase goods or services (col. 4, lines 20-40. col. 2, lines 1-10). Manasse also teaches the serial 
numbers correspond to the amount of funds (col. 4, lines 50-65). 



It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have a seller and a second 
account since this would have been implemented for the intended use of having the participating vendors act as sellers or 
distributors of broker scrips thereby providing convenience to the customer and encouraging participation in the commerce 
system. 

Claims 3-5 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Manasse. patent number 5,802.497. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have a seller and a second 
account since this would have been implemented for the intended use of having the participating vendors act as sellers or 
authorized distributors of broker scrips thereby providing convenience to the customer and encouraging participation in the 
commerce system and thereby requiring authorization from the broker server. 



NEW CITATIONS 

NONE 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 


Continuation of: Boxes I - VIII 


Sheet 10 



TIME UMTT: 

The time limit set for response to a Written Opinion may not be extended. 37 CFR 1.484(d). Any response 
received after the expiration of the time limit set in the Written Opinion will not be considered in preparing die International 
Preliminary Examination Report. 
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